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ith a guitar and a microphone, Stephen Marshall has

W ministered hope to people of all ages across America,

Europe and South Africa. Not as you would imagine

though. His life growing up in Canada molded a compelling

perspective on life. This has captured the attention of countless

audiences in the past decade, and re-ignited the hope that life
had extinguished in so many lives.

“The last word spoke by God at the end of the old testament
wams that the hearts of the fathers must be tumed to the
children and the hearts of the children to their fathers or a
curse will come on that society,” says Stephen. “I believe that is
coming to pass as we see the destruction taking place in families
around the world. 1 also firmly believe God wants to turmn that
curse into a blessing.”

With his new CD, The Door Is Open, Stephen chronicles his
own personal jourmey to the blessing of the Father. Through
every track, he lays out “punchy” musical thankfulness to a God
who Stephen leamed to lean on early in life.
And for Stephen, developing a relationship
with his heavenly Father was revolutionary
since his earthly dad was gone chasing
relief for emptiness in his life.

addicted father, Stephen’s childhood was
spent moving from place to place in the
midst of troubled circumstances. Trying to
be the “man” of the house as a little boy led Stephen away from
the carefree bliss associated with being a child.

While his father tumed to drugs to try to chase away his
personal demons, Stephen’s mother tured to God. She taught
her three kids that even in the midst of great difficulty, Jesus
could provide peace, joy and unconditional love. God, she
taught her young son, is a Father to the fatherless. This set the
course for Stephen’s life and music.

“My mother was an awesome example of faith and virtue in my
life,” says Stephen. “No matter what storm was spilling over into
our world, she would stand up strong and decdare God's word.
She proved to us that God was a prayer-answering Father day
after day. She taught us that only God could handle impossible
situations. In the absence of my Dad, we learmed at an early
age that God wanted access to our lives so He could love us and
help us.”

At the age of seven, Stephen began to find his solace as a
musician. Songwriting became a safe outlet for his emotions.
Growing up in an area of Canada where there were no Christian
radio stations, he enjoyed the music styles of artists like Don
Henley, the Beatles, Sting and fellow Canadian Bryan Adams.

“I can’t go back in time and
help my dad. But | can try to
affect the hearts of people
Growing up the eldest son of a drug- tOdCly who need to hear that

God is a redeemer. “
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The music drew him but still something was missing. One day
Stephen saw Johnny Cash singing a gospel song on TV and
realized his passion for music with spiritual power.

Stephen honed his skills as a musician and songwriter
throughout high school. Soon, he began traveling with a band,
playing for youth camps, schools, coffee houses and churches.
Stephen studied commercial and jazz music at Mohawk College
for two years, and then went back out on the road again.

It was at this juncture when Stephen got to ask his dad some

“tough” questions. He point-blank asked him why life had gone
so far off track for him. The answer came as an epiphany to

Stephen. His father opened up to his son, and described a

childhood in which he was neglected in his home and abused by

his siblings. As a child, he was told he would never amount to
anything; that he was stupid; that he was worthless. “It was then

1 decided,” Stephen’s father admitted, “that if | was destined to

be a loser, 1 was going to be the best loser in the world.”

Stephen’s  disappointment toward his

father began to tum to empathy. “1 so
wished,” says Stephen, “that | could have
tumed back the hands of time and come
into my dad’s life when he was a little boy.
To tell him that God loved him and that
Jesus saw him worth the dying for.” This
is where Stephen’s love for lost souls was
ignited.

“l was singing in a prison recently,” Stephen recalls, “and after
the concert one of the lifers’ came up to say thanks. Then he
asked me, "why would you come here anyway?’ My answer was
easy. | told him there was a guy named Joseph in the bible who
was sold into slavery and then put in prison. God had a big plan
for Joseph and one day brought him out of prison and put him
in the most powerful position in the known world. 1 told him
quickly how God used Joseph to save the world from famine and
then reminded him that the same God has a great plan for his
life. God is no respecter of people or position. With tears in his
eyes he thanked me again and shook my hand like I'd given him
a priceless gift. It's called hope.”

"And ultimately that's what "The Door Is Open’ is all about,”
Stephen condudes. “l cant go back in time and help my dad.
But 1 can try to affect the hearts of people today who need to
hear that God is a redeemer. With love, the door is open for
healing, forgiveness and life-changing hope. God promised that
even if our own parents forsake us, He never will. Every child of
this generation, no matter how old they are, needs to know the
Heavenly Father.”



